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Canon of Windsor. The two boys, one at the age of thirteen, the other at twelve,
were sent to the Britannia as cadets in training for the Royal Navy. After
passing through the Britannia course they became midshipmen on the Bacchante
and cruised in the West Indies, the Pacific, and the Mediterranean,

When the Bacchante was paid off at Portsmouth on 3ist August 1882, the
Duke of Clarence left the Navy for the Army; but King George continued his
career as a serving sailor. He was promoted sub-lieutenant in 1884 and went
through the course in seamanship and gunnery at Greenwich. In 1886 he was
promoted lieutenant and served for most of the next four years in the
Mediterranean. In 1889 he had command of a torpedo boat. In 1890-91 he was
in command of the gunboat Thrush in the North Atlantic. He was a keen officer,
an excellent seaman, and specially qualified in gunnery. The death of his elder
brother in 1892, however, necessarily brought to an end his active career in the
Navy in which he had expected to find his lifelong work.

On 6th July 1893, Prince George was married at the Chapel Royal, St
James's, to Princess Mary, daughter of the Duke of Teck. The next seven years
were spent chiefly in the social and ceremonial duties which fall to an Heir
Presumptive of the Throne. In 1901 the Prince and Princess (their official titles
were Duke and Duchess of York) sailed to Australia, where, on 9th May 1901, the
Prince opened the first Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia. This
voyage of the Prince and Princess, made in the Ophir, included visits not only
to the Australian states, but to New Zealand, Ceylon, Singapore, and South
Africa.

The Prince's father was now King, and the Duke of York, made Prince of
Wales, had more exacting duties than ever. In 1905 the Prince and Princess of.
Wales sailed to India on H.M.S. Renown. In 1908 the Prince went, for the
sixth time, to Canada. No prince had ever succeeded to the throne of England
with so deep and wide a knowledge, acquired by travel, of the British Empire ;
his eldest son, however, was to outdo him in this respect.

George V., on his accession, had to face nothing less than a constitutional
crisis of the first magnitude. The Government, relying on its powerful majority
in the House of Commons, was determined to restrict the " veto " which the
House of Lords had for centuries possessed over legislation. It was also deter-
mined, as soon as the obstacle of the Lords* veto had been removed, to pass an
Irish Home Rule Bill into law. The Conservative party was absolutely opposed
to both measures, particularly to the Irish Home Rule Bill; they obstructed
both, as each bill was vitally connected with the other. The cleavage between
Liberals and Conservatives over these questions was deep, and consciousness of
division was bitter. It was the stuff of which civil war is made, such civil war
as took place in the England of the seventeenth century and as was plainly
threatened in the Ireland of the twentieth. " Unionists " and " Home Rulers "